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Fives

CORING 24

lundell's had teams out at
Bthe NSEA Show Jumping

qualifiers at Pontispool.
The top placing team was the
intermediate team consisting
of Elizabeth, Jessica, Emma
and Daisy coming 5th in
their class. The top placed
individual rider was Elizabeth.

ur team have displayed
some quality fives this
term. Each player should

be very proud of how they have
performed and conducted
themselves on and off the court.

Full Colours

Captains

S

SPORTS

ay at tne Notngnam HOCKey Centre
A narrow 3-4 loss to event champions

Whitgift, in the semi final was tough to take.

However, the boys bounced back to win

the third place playoff and return to Devon

as 3rd in the Nation. A huge well done!

)

Third in the Nation

This has been arguably our most successful 7s seasons, we've consistently put out three
girls' teams at U14, U16 and U18, the U18's won the Millfield 7s and were the west of
England plate winners. The U14 boys also won the plate at the west of England 7s. The U18
boys went unbeaten at Millfield, finished runners up at the Christ Brecon 7s they also won
the Shield at the west of England 7s and won their group at the prestigious Surrey 7s.

Cricket

One step closer to Lords.

n the 14th March our U13 girls indoor cricket team had
a perfect day winning all matches to be crowned Devon

champions. In the final they reached 109 runs, their highest

score of the day and won convincingly with Bryony taking 5

wickets. It was a day of all round performances with every player

contributing. Dean Headley, Director of Cricket said ‘the team
has a strength in depth and all the players pull their weight. They
have worked hard at their tactics and deserve all the credit that
comes their way'. They will now go to the southwest finals on April
23rd at the university of the West of England.

Netball

e our very proud of how our girls
have progressed this term. We've
seen passion, determination and

extraordinary effort from everyone. It's been great
to see the continued popularity for netball across
the board, with at least 2 or 3 teams playing from
each year group each weekend, adding onto our

6 senior teams! It's been so lovely to see the vast
participation over the term, with just under 130
matches played & approximately 2,490 goals scored
over all teams (fixtures & tournaments), it been a
pretty successful season. Throughout the season,
even when the girls have experienced highs and
lows, the way they have conducted themselves has
been magnificent. Thank you to all pupils & staff for
making it such an enjoyable season.

Meg Conabeare

FFootball

he results might not have gone our way this season,
| but the footballers had an enjoyable term. The first

team was superbly led by Guy B, the highlight was the
4-3-win v Exeter with four spectacular goals. The Nicholas
Cole for best Year 12 player went to Riley N. This season we
revived the local derby match v Tiverton High School. This
included the inaugural girls football match for our Year 9 and
10 girls - we hope to increase the number of girls’ fixtures
next season. We are looking forward to our tour to Madrid in
October 2024 and hopefully some more wins next season.

Congratulations to Chris, Hector,
Jonah, Archie and Jack on being

awarded Full Colours for Hockey,
to Jack and Will on being awarded
Full Colours for Rugby, and to
Sophie for Netball.
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The International Committee held a
specially prepared anniversary lunch to
celebrate 40 years of Japanese students
at Blundell’s. Our Japanese students and
special guests, along with Kokoro, an
outstanding international pupil and proud
Blundellian, who left us last year to study
at her chosen university. A wonderful
occasion and a chance to celebrate our
rich cultural diversity at Blundell's.

Ten "Tors

Training for Ten Tors is well and truly
underway for our 45-mile teams.
Conditions at the start were a little grim
with a constant drizzle, fortunately this
eased after a couple of hours, leaving good
clear conditions. The teams made good
progress completing the 24 kilometres
including a couple of short breaks in 6
hours. The conditions underfoot were
particularly challenging, energy sapping
on the long uphill segments and slippery
on the way down. These conditions meant
the ground was not covered as quickly

as predicted, and apart from a slight
navigation error by one of the teams, they
all made good progress and should be
justifiably proud of their efforts.
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At the end of the first half of Spring Term,
it was time to celebrate the Chinese

New Year! There was an evening of
celebrations where all boarders attended
and played traditional games, tried some
calligraphy, watched performances and
sang along together. It was a wonderful
atmosphere and very well attended.

Staff and students also competed in

the dragon rowing competition!

Blundell's celebrated the Indian Holi
Festival of colours and the coming of
spring with our own powder battle filled
with coloured flour and music! Everyone
had great fun and enjoyed a curry lunch
provided by our fantastic Head Chef!
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Year 12 had an excellent time at the
Burns Night Dinner in January. After
a wonderful meal prepared by our
catering team, the dance floor was
cleared so the Ceilidh could begin.

Blundell's Clay Pigeon Shooting team
have been busy in the Spring Term
with visits to Harrow and Sherborne
School for some fantastic fixtures.
Against some tough opposition,

our teams have shot well and have
gone from strength to strength.

COMMUNITY

Tiverton Community

partnerships Meeting

It was wonderful to welcome Tiverton High School to our
Garden Cabin in January in the glorious sunshine! New
friends were made, and delicious cakes and refreshments
were enjoyed as we continue to work together as part of our
community partnerships programme.

-------- Spring Term Primary School visit: -

At the end of January, Two Moors
Primary School’s Year 6 students
visited for drama workshops based
on ‘Goodnight Mister Tom’, led by the
Drama Department and A Level Drama
students. They also participated in
navigation exercises led by CCF Cadets,
enjoyed a Burns Night themed lunch,
learned about boarding life, played

tag rugby, showcasing enthusiasm
and participation throughout.

In February Wilcombe's Primary School's
Year 5 pupils revisited for a Design and
Technology session after their previous
visit for Geography. They engaged in
activities exploring composite materials
and crafted Inca-inspired coasters with
wool and resin, guided by Sixth Form
DT STEM Scholars. They enjoyed a
traditional roast lunch, learned about
Blundellian life, participated in cricket,
and ended the day with doughnuts!

TWO MOORS WILCOMBE

In March, Years 4 & 5 pupils from Bolham
Primary School visited us and participated
in English workshops focusing on Roald
Dahl characters, analysing Matilda’s
reading habits and creating their own
character descriptions. The day also
included a World Book Day themed

lunch and various activities, showcasing
their enthusiasm and engagement.

BOLHAM
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GARDEN

2

Spring Garden Open Day

* 13 raised!

[t was busy in
the Blundell’s
Garden for our
Spring Open Day.

Our charity pop-up shop was a huge success. The representative from CHAT managed to take away a full suitcase and full bag of coats
and warm clothes for those sleeping on the streets during the severely cold weather. We made an extra £613.35 in the sales of items that
will be going straight to the charity alongside our home clothes day donations too. Thank you to those who donated and came to support
the pop-up shop.

Ll ° ° ° °
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: Dinner Parties Ceilidh
=
=) : | Many thanks to all wh toth
any thanks to all who came to the
= £1 500 Ialsed- Charity Ceilidh and made it such a
o success. We enjoyed fantastic music and
7] were led through dances by experienced
A grand total of £1,500 was raised by the School House Dinner Parties for the schools’ caller from the band Hobsons Choice
charities. A big thank you to our talented Head Chef, Mr Biswas, for working with which included Blundell's violin teacher
our pupils to create these wonderful events and delicious food, and of course, to all Alexandra Ennis. All proceeds raised will
s our wonderful Year 7 parents for the incredibly generous donations. Congratulations be donated to local charity Hospiscare
to our pupils and their tutors for putting on these wonderful dinner parties. who are one of the School charities.
e . & | |

e hosted
\ ;\ / Blundell's
Prep, Bolham

Primary, Two Moors
Primary, Heathcoat
Primary School,

and some Blundell's

xavier T'he Results

is fully Grandparents to our
deseg?tﬁ% School House (Boys Race) Spencer SH Year 8 Spring Garden Open Day.
Berry  School House (Girls Race) Amelia SH Year 8 The local primary school
B ]?fu’ker Junior Boys (Year 9 & 10) Lewis PG Year 10 visitors transformed into
allance o _ budding gardeners and
trophy.  Junior Girls (Year 9 & 10) Sophie GH Year 10

took part in some fun
Easter activities. To round
off the fun-filled day,
Blundell's Grandparents,

Senior Boys (Year 11,12 & 13) ~ Gemma GH Year 13
Senior Girls (Year 11,12 & 13)  Zinzan OH Year 11

Junior Boys House Team Petergate . -

L including some Old
Junior Girls House Team North Close Blundellian's were given
Senior Boys House Team Old House a tour of the garden and
Senior Girls House Team Gorton House took partin a quiz.

Boys Cumulative House Points  Old House

A In the Garden Cabin, there
% Girls Cumulative House Points  Gorton House

were plenty of delicious
_ treats throughout the day

- for our visitors and for

. )

Berry Barker Ballance Cup St o orjoy ool
This year the trophy goes to Xavier, a student who has
performed consistently in all three of the Russell races
this year. Their 3rd and a 6th place in the practice races
was followed up with an excellent 3rd place in the
main race on Saturday. This year they finished
more than 7 minutes up on their time from 2023
which, given the weather and ground conditions
this year shows remarkable progress in their
fitness and running.

RHS CAMPAIGN FOR

'SCHOOL/
GARDENING
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[Letter from the Director of Development

(L-R) Katie Kogler, Linda Bulpin and Tom Cowle

y first term as Director of
\ / | Development has been great
fun, and it's gone quickly! |

have enjoyed getting out and about
meeting with lots of Old Blundellians
and members of the school community
over the past few months.

The Annual Fund was launched in March
and will run through to the end of the
Summer Term, it's a great initiative that
allows pupils to ask for things that they
feel will improve the experience of being
at Blundell's. Please do take a look on the
next page at the projects that the Heads
of School have selected and if you can
donate, please follow this link. We have
also established a senior school parent
committee to help us create more events

for the whole school community to enjoy,
this will include a Winter Ball in November
and a Summer Ball the day after Speech
Day (2025). My thanks to those who have
joined the committee.

| look forward to seeing many OB's at the
London community drinks evening at The
Department Store on May 9th.

For more information on these events;

Email: devoffice@blundells.org

If you would like to get in touch or if you'd
like to plan a reunion, then please let me
know. We are here to support.

Email: t.cowle@blundells.org

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

| Tonet
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I shared some of my
favourite projects
and emphasised the
importance of finding
one’s purpose in life.

Jamie Croggon

66

I have Terry Barwell for
instilling a love of the
game at Blundell’s and
like to think that what I
do now is because of him.

Lachlan Dunbar
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OLD BLUNDELLIANS

Q: Jamie, could you tell us about your
background and your time at Blundell's?
A: Sure! I'm Jamie, and | attended
Blundell's from 1980-85. | was an “FH
boy,” and have great memories of
skateboarding down the dog-run (the
driveway in front of FH) and playing guitar
in a band.

Q: Tell us about your career in product
design.

A: I've been fortunate to work with some
amazing brands over the years, including
Dyson and Gillette. | am now Director of
Advanced Development at SharkNinja.

Q: How did you end up back at Blundell’s?
A: | recently had the opportunity to return
to Blundell's for a day to work with the

- Jamie Croggon s

Design and Technology students. It

was a great chance for me to share my
experiences and offer feedback. | was
very impressed with the students and the
quality of the work they are producing.

Q: How did you conclude your visit to
Blundell's?

A: | gave a talk to sixth formers about
pursuing a career in product design. |
shared some of my favourite projects and
emphasised the importance of finding
one’s purpose in life, drawing on my own
experiences and the foundation | received
during my time at school.

Interested in coming back to share your
experiences?
Email: t.cowle@blundells.org

Lachlan CJOk, Dunbar (SH 1980-84)

‘After leaving Blundells | worked in the art
auction business for a number of years
before travelling and on my return started
a career in hospitality. | ran several well-
known bars and restaurants and worked
for various Brewers.

After | married Oriele in 1998 my wife's
career and business took off and |
became a house husband to our three
boys. | founded and ran a small business
teaching mini rughy for seven years as

well as teaching karate for the London
School of karate. | am now Chair of playing
for Middlesex rugby looking after men's,
women's, boys and girls county rugby
teams as well as coaching age grade rugby
at my local club.

| have Terry Barwell for instilling a love
of the game at Blundells and like to think
that what | do now is because of him. Oh,
and I'm also Chair of Governors at a local
primary school in West London.’

OB COMMUNITY

Annual Fund

PROJECTS 2024

Our pupils are very excited at the opportunities the Annual Fund Projects will bring.

INDOOR HOCKEY WOODEN BOARDS

“The new hockey boards will offer the
chance to develop a wider range of
hockey skills by utilising different training
drills during sessions, while also offering
the opportunity for more hockey teams to
play indoors during the hockey season as
a result of the improved equipment. This
will ultimately allow more pupils to train
at one time and increase their adeptness
at the game.”

Jack and Georgia, Heads of School

BIODIVERSITY TRAIL

“The biodiversity trail will provide both

a relaxing and learning opportunity
throughout the school day. Whether it

is a break from lessons or a Wednesday
afternoon activity, this trail will allow more
of our Blundell's community to embrace
the nature that surrounds us."

Jack and Georgia, Heads of School

BASKETBALL HOOPS AND BACK
BOARDS

“The new basketball hoops will provide
the ever-growing basketball team with
more advanced equipment, supporting
their incredible talents and advancing
their skills further. This will also provide
a chance for more home games, which
are hugely popular and supported within
Blundell's.”

Jack and Georgia, Heads of School

CAN YOU HELP?

If you would like to make a donation to the Annual Fund and help get these projects off the ground, please click here:

Senior School Prep School

PREP SCHOOL - NURSERY
PLAYGROUND PLAY AREA

‘| wanted to write and let you know about
a new project which will further add to
our Nursery outdoor area. We would like
to construct a ‘Learning Lounge’ so that
our youngest pupils can continue their
outdoor creative play come rain or shine.”

Andy Southgate, Head Master of Blundell’s
Preparatory School
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https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/22136#!/DonationDetails
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OLD BLUNDELLIANS
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Past Events
OB Winter Lunches

As a group of friends who have met

up regularly at the OB Winter Lunches.
Particular highlights of past lunches were
Annabel Venning, a granddaughter of a
pre-war OB, who gave us a fascinating
talk about her book “To War with the
Walkers” and Ben Collins, aka The Stig.

The lunches provide a link to other folk
from the Blundell's Community, some of
whom we only see at the Winter Lunches,
and an opportunity of hearing their news.

Needless to say, we look forward
to October and the new season
of OB Winter Lunches.

Gloria, Pat, Vicky & Sian

Blundell’s Magpies
London Lunch os/03/24

Arranged by Linda and David Bentata,
this 17th in the series was enjoyably
successful, well attended and - as
usual - meticulously organised. Bart
and Barry gave speeches on the
present situation at the School, which
allowed OBs to form an encouraging
impression of energy and achievement
in many areas. Each was presented
with an inscribed slate as a memento
of the occasion.

Attended by:

Bart Wielenga (Headmaster), Barry
Dawe (Head of Outdoor Pursuits),
Tom Cowle (W 1991-96) (recently
appointed Director of Development),
Linda and David Bentata (FH 1951-56)
- Chair, Gilly and Hugo Brooke (NC
1949-54), David Condy (P 1957-62),
Cdr Martin Knapp (OH 1957-62), David
Kyd (NC 1954-58), Tim Motion (SH
1950-54), Alec Rainey (FH 1952-

57), Dr David Rutter (FH 1963-67),
George Tilley (FH 1959-61), Anthony
Ward (FH 1965-69), Peter Ward (FH
1959-64), Janet Wooff nee Frankpitt
(GH 1980-82) (OB Club Secretary)

and Mark Wooff (M 1977-82).

Peter Ward FH 1959-64

Save the Date
OB Day Saturday 22/06/24

It is an honour and delight to
be President of OB Day 2024
and | am looking forward to it
very much. Contact with old

school friends has ramped up
already, which is another demonstration of
why the OB events matter — they are great

in themselves but are also a catalyst for
messaging and meeting the people you have
been meaning to for ages... | hope it is the

same for you.

Together with Preacher, Andrew
Berrow and lesson Reader Peter
Price (W 1958-63), it will be
great to be part of a day packed

with opportunities to meet new

friends as well as old; to relive memories
of school days and to learn about those of
today’s Blundellians; to enjoy good food and
good conversation. | very much hope to see
you there. In the meantime, take your phone
out of your pocket, get in touch with your old
friends and arrange to join us in June!

Olivia Pinkney née Richards (GH 1986-1988).

For further information, including the
programme and to purchase tickets for OB
Day please click here:

Weddings

Congratulations to:

Jack Stuart (FH 2005-11) and
Bella Pyne (NC 2008-15) who
got married in June 2023.

Celebrations continued at their
marquee reception with numerous
other Old Blundellian’s in attendance.

Births

Congratulations to:

« Hatty Johnson (nee Hosegood
NC 2002-09) & Rory Johnson
welcomed Archie Bruce Stanley
on 28th August 2023.

« Sophie Devoto (nee Birchmore GH
2004-11) & Ollie Devoto welcomed Archie
Jonathan on 22nd September 2023.

« Hatty Parker (nee Goody GH 2008-10)
& Alex Parker welcomed Imogen Victoria
Edwina on 25th November 2023.

Thank you to all of
those who updated us
on their recent news. If
you would like to let us
know about any specific
achievements, births,

ne of the lasting memories of the 2024 Russell
Orace will be the sheer amount of rain that fell in

the preceding weeks and therefore the quantities
of mud around the course. The two practice events which
utilised 10-acre, Parry Woods and Amory were run in clear
conditions over very heavy, soggy ground. The day of the
main Russell saw pretty much every season show its face
during the afternoon! Lovely sunshine, sleet, hail and heavy

We had over 40 parents and Old Blundellians run the
Russell in either the full Russell (8.1km) or Fun Run (3.8km).
Congratulations to everyone that took part. As always,
a massive thankyou to everyone involved; students who
make the day such a pleasure for everyone, house parents
that ensure everyone is ready for the day, the grounds and
facilities teams for the course and event setup, the staff who
marshal the course and manage the finish line and also the

deaths, or marriages,
then please contact

Katie and Linda in the
Development Office.

Engagement

Congratulations to:

Olivia See (NC 2007-14) and Joe
Grundy 7th July 2023 with wedding
proposed 2025.

“My favourite thing to do in
summer is go out into the
wheat fields with Joe and
the dogs and have a picnic
in the back of Joe’s truck

in the sun and so that is
what we did one evening
and to my total surprise Joe
got down on one knee and
proposed. It happened to
be an evening when it was
27 degrees and beautiful,
not a cloud in the sky!

We have spent the last year
renovating our old 1809
farmhouse which we now
have moved into with the two
doggies. As we have worked
so hard on that over the

last year, we have decided

to get married in 2025

SJUQOUNOUUY

gaf\rgm]:;s;% ?Saﬂgrlwgligge:wﬂttﬁetwﬁgh and there was a lot It(?;:r?qlpflgrmg{rsﬁé?ggowners and canal trust who allow us to ) . | Death NotlﬁcathnS
ongratulations to:
Max Neusinger (FH 2005-10) and Megan 08.10.23 Pearce, Richard Walter Trevor FH 1957-61
Butler who got married in October .
B ic] 2023 at St. Audries Park, Somerset. 09.12.23 N|ch0|son,.Rob _ _ OH 1952-57
SNt Quite a few Old Blundelian's joined 11.12.23 Bartlett, M|§hae| Patrick Christopher W 1949-52
in the celebrations and included: 19.12.23 Barr, Alastair George Flett W 1952-56
26.12.23 Fox, Richard. Former staff, (Maths) 1960-64
Max's father (M 1968-73) 07.01.24 Northcott, Richard ‘Francis’ NC 1960-64
Peter Neusinger 07.01.24  Rescorle, Richard John SH 1987-92
L Turf Neusinger (M 1970-74) 08.01.24 Twigge-Molecey, Dr Christopher (Kit) P 1960-65
- o Mark Neusinger (M 1972-75) 11.01.24 Hutchings, William ‘John’ Keith M 1949-53
Finn Neusinger (OH 2070-15) 13.01.24 Burgess, Peter John Oakley M 1947-51
Eve Neusinger (NC 2013-16) 23.01.24 Pool, Peter lain ‘Pip’ W 1960-63
Jack Stuart (FH 2005-11) 24.01.24 Corden, Barrie. Former staff (Drama)
Tom Stuart (FH 2006-11) 26.01.24 Davies, Richard (Dick) P 1944-47
Bella Stuart (NC 2008-15) 27.01.24 Wheeler, Malcolm ‘Graham’ (NB: his son died in June 2004) ~ SH 1949-53
Kevin Pilgram (M 1988-93) 31.01.24 Lamb, Anthony FH 1951-56
Jimbo Falkner (FH 1992-97) 07.02.24 Russell, John SH 1954-57
Stuart Munro (M 1968-73) 17.02.24 Davidson, Chris FH 1947-50
Charlie Howee (FH 2005-10) 22.02.24 Frappell, Jonathan SH 1967-71
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April

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Blundell's Community Drinks, Cornwall. The Alverton Hotel, Truro. RSVP or contact

Contact: obclub@obclub.co.uk

Thu 18th 18:00-20:00  devoffice@blundells.org. Social
Sat 20th 0B Fives v School. Contact: obclub@obclub.co.uk

Sun 21st 10:00 Blundell's Cricket Open Day. Contact: devoffice@blundells.org. (S)ﬁrg\k%rtsgtrgfnuc?ty Social
Sat 27th 12.15 Year 9 Parents Academic Forum Ondaatje Hall Academic
Sat 27th 19:00 Sir Francis Popham Society Dinner. Contact: devoffice@blundells.org Beale Centre Social
Mon 29th 18.30 Blundell's Parents Association Social Tennis Evening Tennis Courts Social
May

Wed 1st 10:00-17:00 ~ Mums’ Tennis Coffee Morning FOBS. Contact Janet: obclub@obclub.co.uk

Thu 9th 12:00 1604 Society Lunch, Contact: devoffice@blundells.org TBC Social
Thu 9th 18:00-20:00  Blundell’s Community Drinks, London. RSVP or contact: devoffice@blundells.org ~ Upstairs, The Department Store Social

Fri 10 - Sun 12th Ten Tors Dartmoor Sports
Fri 10th 18:00 Year 10 Summer concert Blundell's Garden Music
Wed 15th 19:00-27:00  'You're not in this alone' - A PSHE Discussion Evening for Parents Beale Centre Academic
Thu 16th 14:00-76:00  Devon County Show - Drinks Reception for parents, OB's and Govereners Westpoint Social
Tue 21st 19:30 Year 9 and 10 Play: 'The Visit' by Fredrich Durrenmatt Ondaatje Hall Drama
Thu 23rd 17:00 Year 7 Parents' Meeting Old Gym Academic
Thu 23rd 15:00-17:00  Garden VIP Donor Garden Cream Tea. Contact: devoffice@blundells.org Blundell's Garden Social

Fri 24th 14:00 School House Music Festival Ondaatje Hall Music
June

Mon 10th 18:30-20:00  Blundell's Association Parents' Social Tennis Evening Tennis Courts Social
Sat 15th 12:15 Year 12 Parents' Academic Forum Ondaatje Hall Academic
Sat 22nd 0ld Blundellian Day Senior School Social
Sat 22nd 12:30 Reception for Year 12 Families Academic
Thu 27th 17:00 Year 12 Parents' Meeting Senior School Academic
Fri 28th 12:00 Year 8 perform 'A Midsummer Night's Dream' by William Shakespeare Blundell's House Theatre
Fri 28th 12:30 gngtgzggg;g;p‘ X]c?agfii)dnesn: A Year 7 English Showcase of School House Patch Theatre
July

Fri 5th 14:30 Speech Day and Prize Giving Big Field Social

Fri 5th 11:45-14:00 Current OB Parent & Grandparent Speech Day Lunch. Beale Centre 0ld Blundellians

association

"

Blundell’s

FOUNDED 1604

Blundell's Road, Tiverton, EX16 4DN, United Kingdom
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