
ONE-YEAR LIMITED GCSE COURSE &
PRE A-LEVEL DEVELOPMENT COURSE

 
FOR INTERNATIONAL PUPILS JOINING IN YEAR 11

International pupils who join for one year are able to 
follow a tailored GCSE programme designed to suit 
their individual needs and future plans. This may 
include a selection of core GCSE subjects alongside 
additional options chosen to provide a broad and 
enriching academic experience.

For some pupils, this programme serves as a meaningful 
one-year course that enables them to return to their home 
country to continue their education, while for others, it 
offers a valuable introduction to A Level study in the UK. 
In most cases, international pupils will also study EAL 
(English as an Additional Language), which supports their 
development in both language and academic skills across 
the curriculum. Wherever possible, we aim to ensure that 
the course chosen aligns with each pupil’s long-term goals 
and supports a smooth transition into their next stage of 
education, whether that be in the UK or abroad.

REQUIREMENTS:
• Pupils must have a reasonable level of English (we 
recommend B1) as they will be required to take an English 
paper before arrival but not as part of an entry requirement. 
They will also take a Mathematics Test on arrival for setting 
purposes.

• They should be 15 or 16 years old on the 1st September.

• They will be required to be Full Boarders and be 
committed to at least two full terms, but it is always hoped 
that they will stay for the Summer Term, as it the most 
rewarding term for them and represents the ‘icing on the 
cake’ of their experience here.

• They will need to provide school reports and  
relevant references.

TWO PATHWAYS
1. One-Year Standalone Experience 
Pupils gain a meaningful UK academic and cultural education 
before returning home, without the need to repeat a year.

2. Foundation for A Levels 
For those planning to remain in the UK, the course builds 
a strong foundation for Sixth Form entry at Blundell’s 
(subject to progress and engagement).

SUBJECTS STUDIED WITH NATIVE SPEAKERS
•	 Mathematics (GCSE)
•	 English (First Language GCSE or IGCSE)
•	 Biology, Chemistry, Physics
•	 History or Geography
•	 A Second Language: French, German, Spanish or Latin
•	 PE and PSHE

•	 EAL (English as an Additional Language) support throughout.

BEYOND THE CLASSROOM
•	 3–4 Games sessions per week

•	 Wide-ranging co-curricular programme 
(20+ options per term)

•	 Optional individual Music lessons and ensemble  
opportunities

For More Information Please Contact 
Abi Beszant a.beszant@blundells.org
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